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Synopsis

An Introduction to Mennonite History is a history of Mennonites from the sixteenth century to the
present. Though simply written, it reflects fine scholarship and deep Christian concern.The early
Anabaptists advocated voluntary church membership (a believers church), refusing to baptize
infants. They rejected the sacramental system as a way of salvation, and the authority of state over
church.The Anabaptists found guidance through direct Bible study by individuals and small groups.
They accepted the words of Jesus as final authority. Called Sermon on the Mount Christians by
friend and foe alike, they believed that word and deed belong together in Christian living.Because
their beliefs threatened the existing order, the Anabaptists were persecuted; this eventually
diminished their missionary zeal. Various groups of Mennonites migrated across Europe, then to
North America, Russia, or later Latin America.Mennonite faith has often seemed strongest in areas
of repression. Persecution makes Mennonites more conscious of who they are as Jesus’ followers.
The fastest-growing Mennonite churches today are in Asia and Africa. Congregations from around

the world are joined through the Mennonite World Conference.
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Customer Reviews

This helped me understand the roots of my faith, as well as the faith that my ancestors possessed.
Encoraged for all people interested ina solid intorduction in Mennonite and anabaptist origins and

history.



| found the writing boring and without any style and could not get further that 20 pages.

A solid history of the Mennonite faith. | give it 5 stars for myself.However, it is a bit too scholarly for
the intended audience. The vocabulary and style can be a bit hard-going for those who are not

college educated.

It's not bad. Very detailed. Very informative!

Not challenging to read at all. Full of very informative and enlightening historical information in a
lively context. Complete with references, accurate datings, the stories and challenges of the very
first anabaptists and through the 20th century, how the church(es) have grown, political situations
and MORE!You can appreciate the work put into this.

Great book

| bought this book for a friend who recently moved to PA from the west, she loves the book and is so

thankful that | found it for her. Thanks!

Very good information.
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